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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO ILA MEMBERS 


Greetings to each one of you: 


In this issue of FOCUS we are happy to present an outline of the program for 
the Tri-State Conference at Cincinnati on November 3, +, and 5. ‘Swapping Ideas” 
is the theme of the conference, and from the volume of correspondence that has been 
flitting across the border, this promises to be the Big Swap. Three outstanding 
speakers are scheduled for the general sessions. A lively interpretation of ideas behind 
some of the treasures in Cincinnati’s Art Museum can be expected from Director 
Philip Adams. John Mason Brown will apply his own inimitable style to still more 
ideas on the contemporary scene. And we are particularly fortunate in having our 
Librarian of Congress with challenging ideas on the Washington scene. 

You will notice that time has been alloted for program meetings of combined 
special interest groups in the three associations, as well as for individual business 
meetings. The various groups are buzzing with plans and hinting at surprises, while 
Cincinnatians are planning to welcome all to the big, bright new idea on the corner 
of Eighth and Vine. 

Indiana Library Association should be represented by a large delegation. It’s 
not too soon for reservations. You have already received a reservation card and infor- 
mation folder from the Netherland Plaza Hotel; a list of Cincinnati hotels and rates 
was published in the May issue of FOCUS. 

I should like to say that | look forward to seeing you at the Tri-State Conference, 
but since I shall be in Bangkok by that time, I can be with you only “‘in spirit.” Under 
a three year contract between the U.S. government and the government of Thailand, 
Indiana University is building a four-year College of Education in Bangkok. Thai- 
land is sending approximately sixty persons to I. U. to be trained as potential faculty 
members. In turn, I. U. is sending about sixteen of its faculty to Thailand for 
periods ranging from three months to two years. I have been given a staff, a budget, 
and responsibility for building the college library and since last November first have 
been busy selecting the books, film, phonorecords, planning the building, and ordering 
the supplies and equipment. | leave Bloomington on August 13, via Europe and 
India, and expect to be in Bangkok from September 15 to January 15 setting up the 
library. When I return | shall continue to develop the library from this side until 
the expiration of the contract in November 1957. 

In my absence, ILA’s vice-president, Esther Thornton, will serve as president 
during the brief interval until she enters on her official term as president at the end 
of the fall conference. 

This has been a busy and eventful year for ILA. Approximately eighty persons 
have been involved in the projects of committees, sub-committees, and joint committees. 
Through the efforts of our membership chairman and her committee we now have 
606 members and the goal is 700 before the end of the year. Our official publication, 
FOCUS, has grown to such an extent that the Executive Board has authorized an 
expansion from four to eight added pages by the end of this year. Being Hoosiers 
you all followed the frenzied activities of our State Legislature and know that our 
joint ILA-ILTA Legislative Committee not only put through two important amend- 
ments to the 1947 Library Law but also kept us informed about the meaning of our 
new laws concerning retirement and social security for librarians. The joint Action 
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NEWS: PERSONNEL IN INDIANA LIBRARIES 


Three appointments have recently 
been announced by the Gary Public 
Library. Alta Parks is the new assistant 
librarian. She has been head of the 
extension department at Gary since 1951 
and is an active member of ILA. Wil- 
liam Frisbie Shore, a graduate of the 
University of Chicago, has come from 
the library at the University of Kansas 
to be first assistant in the populai 
library. Richard Gray, from the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, is now first assist- 
ant in the reference department. 

Martha Reynolds has been appointed 
to the position of head of the adult 
department, Emeline Fairbanks Me- 
morial Library, Terre Haute. She is a 
graduate of Indiana University and was 
formerly on the staff of the Indianapolis 
Public Library. Carol Sue Molter, a 
graduate of Indiana State “Teachers 
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College, is a new branch librarian at 
‘Terre Haute. 

Hardin F. 
the East Chicago Public Library on Feb- 
ruary I+ as Head of Adult Services at 
the Indiana Harbor Library. Mr. Smith 


Smith joined the staff of 


was formerly supervisor of branches, in 
the Jackson County Public Library, 
which serves the area surrounding Kan- 
sas City. 

At the Fort Wayne—Allen County 
Public Library, two new assistants have 
been appointed. John Woodrow Borden, 
assistant, reference department, is a 
graduate of the University of Minnesota 
and formerly was librarian at the State 
Normal and Industrial College, Ellen- 
dale, North Dakota. Bill Victor Isom, 
from the library at the University of 
Illinois, is assistant circulation librarian. 

Mrs. Martha Jane Chevance was re- 
cently appointed assistant in the public 
library at Princeton. 

Mrs. Ray Meek is the new children’s 
librarian at Syracuse Public Library. 

Frances Earlene Haney was recently 
appointed assistant in charge of chil- 
dren’s work at Warsaw Public Library. 

Indiana is proud to own a Fulbright 
scholar. Rebecca Taggart, Circulation 
Librarian, Purdue University Libraries, 
has been granted a Fulbright Research 
fellowship for 1955-56. In September 
she will leave for Norway where she 
will study Scandinavian scientific and 
techanical literature in the ‘Technical 
Institute at Trondheim. 

Margaret Rufsvold’s address in Thai- 
land will be: U. S, Operation Mission, 
College of Education—Indiana Uni- 
versity Contract, c/o American Em- 
bassy, Bangkok, Thailand. 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS, ILA—ILTA, 1955 


The theme for the district meetings 
this year was “Reaching Readers,” a 
comprehensive topic covering the many 
problems which concern librarians and 
trustees in libraries of all types and 
sizes. A variety of helpful programs, 
combining the exchange of local experi- 
ence and the stimulation provided by 
outside speakers, were planned by each 
district committee. The early coftee 
hour, an innovation in District II last 
year, was a popular feature at several 
meetings in 1955, 

At all of the districts, Esther Thorn- 
ton, ILA vice-president, distributed a 
questionnaire asking for opinion on the 
current plan for district meetings. Her 
report is published elsewhere in_ this 
issue of FOCUS. 


DISTRICE | 

The meeting of District I, Mrs. 
James Briggs, trustee, Crown Point, 
chairman, was held on Thursday, May 
5, at the First Methodist Church in 
South Bend, with the South Bend Pub- 
lic Librarians as hosts. Mrs. John T. 
English at 
Notre Dame University, was the guest 


Frederick, professor of 
speaker at the general session. Develop- 
ing the theme, “Reaching Readers,” he 
posed three questions: What goals are 
implied? What readers? Why reach 
them ? 

He drew a parallel between librarian- 
ship and the teaching of English, com- 
menting that both professions should 
help the individual ‘‘discover” himself 
and should try to develop the power of 
discrimination, the capacity for evalu- 
ating his own reading experiences. 

Group discussions were the program 
for both morning and afternoon sessions, 
based on size of library in the morning, 
and on different interests, library service 
to children, trustees, library public re- 
lations, and techniques and_ tools of 
library service, in the afternoon. 


Officers for the coming year were 
elected: chairman, Katherine Croxall, 
South Bend; vice-chairman, Ralph Van 
Handel, Gary; secretary, Mrs. Albert 
Quivey, Lowell. 

DISTRICT II 

On Wednesday, May +, District II 
met in Bluffton. Clara Sturgis, librarian 
at Bluffton, was both chairman of the 
district and hostess. 

After the informal coffee hour, three 
group meetings were organized to dis- 
cuss the following topics as a means of 
‘Reaching Readers.” How do you com- 
bat the lure of television and comic 
books? Do cheerfulness and attractive- 
ness of the building help reach readers? 
How can we reach people who never 


? 


come inside of the library? Have you 


had story hours for preschool age chil- 


dren, and with what success? 


In what 
ways can trustees, the non-professional 
part of the library, act as public rela- 
tions links? What has been your experi- 
ence with the circulation of records 
and films? 

In the afternoon, Mr, Allan Me- 
Mahan, Fort Wayne, bookseller, past- 
president of the American Booksellers 
Association, spoke on the topic of reach- 
ing readers. He emphasized that he had 
as yet no solution for the problem. In 
his opinion, a maor difficulty lies in the 
competing demands of clubs, civic or- 
ganizations, television, which leaves 
less time for reading than people had 
at the beginning of this century. Accord- 
ing to book sales, present reading inter- 
ests center around philosophical books, 
how-to-do-it, and cookbooks. 

Mr. McMahan made several sugges- 
readers. 
“Especially,” he said, “talk books, as 
word-of-mouth advertising is very suc- 


tions for reaching more 


cessful.” 
New officers are: chairman, Bertha 
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NEWS: LIBRARY SERVICE IN INDIANA 


The ILA Publicity Committee pre- 
pared an excellent news release for Li- 
brary Week this year, which appeared 
with local library data in many news- 
papers throughout the state. Special 
events during the week included Open 
House at Muncie and Wabash public 
libraries. In Mishawaka the public l- 
brary staff was host for the second an- 
nual St. Joseph County Indiana Library 
Week dinner. 


from public, college, school, and special 


Sixty-eight librarians 


libraries attended. The program in- 
cluded films of Florida, bird life by John 
Groet, a distinguished naturalist-photog- 
rapher of Mishawaka. Fendallville Pub- 
lic Library ran a four-inch ad ‘We want 
to serve you” in the local paper several 
times during March, and Lucile Wil- 
liams, librarian, was interviewed on a 
Fort Wayne TV program. 

This year Gary had a literary lecture 
program in the library as an opening 
celebration for Library Week. On Sun- 
day afternoon, March 20, Frederic Bab- 
cock, editor, Chicago Tribune .WJagazine 
of Books, spoke on “Books and Authors 
I Have Met.” Coffee was served follow- 
ing the lecture. 


Mary Radmacher, chairman of the 
Gary Library Week Committee, says 
that comments seem to favor this type 
of program over the Book and Author 
luncheons (which Gary has also tried 
with success). There is the advantage 
too of getting people into the Library in- 
stead of holding the function in another 
public building. 


Publicity included very good coverage 
in the local newspaper; printed posters 
advertising the lecture distributed to 
branch libraries, schools and other pub- 
lic buildings, printed announcements 
mailed to individuals; spot announce- 
ments on the local radio station at vari- 
ous times throughout the week. The 


. 


large display board in the main library 
was used to promote interest in the lec- 
ture program for two weeks preceeding 
March 20. 

During Library Week, the subject of 
Hoosier Authors was used for display 
there. Signing the proclamation for In- 
diana Library Week afforded the oppor- 
tunity of a newspaper photograph in- 
cluding the mayor and two members of 
the Gary Library Week committee. The 
Kiwanis Club invited four department 
heads to speak at their regular noon pro- 
gram during the week before Indiana 
Library Week. This was a repeat on the 
program on library services given for the 
Rotary Club last year. 

A very interesting project in adult ed- 
ucation has been carried out this winter 
in the communities of Kendallville, 
Goshen, Waterloo, Auburn, and La- 
Grange. Articles reporting the plans 
and progress appeared in the March is- 
sues of Library Occurrent and Public 
Libraries and are well worth reading. 
Lucile Williams, librarian at Kendall- 
ville, one of the originators, has been in- 
vited to speak on a panel at the Institute 
on Adult Education Services in the Pub- 
lic Library, at Rutgers University, June 
28 to July 1. 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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REPORT OF EVALUATION COMMITTEE 


ILA—ILTA District Meetings in 
1955 marked the end of the experimental 
period under which we have been oper- 
ating for the past three years. 

The Subcommittee on District Plan- 
ning appointed in 1952, which proposed 
the present plan suggested that it be 
evaluated by the membership after a 
three-year trial, and if the results were 
favorable, that a change be made in the 
ILA ‘Constitution, in the section on the 
holding of District Meetings. 


Accordingly, an Evaluation Commit- 
tee, composed of the six district chair- 
men, the two co-ordinators, and the 
Head of the Extension Division of the 
State Library, was appointed in De- 
cember by the Executive Board of ILA. 
‘This committee prepared a questionnaire 
which was distributed at each 1955 dis- 
trict meeting. 

The answers received are tabulated 
below. In addition, comments were re- 
quested. “Those which refer specifically 
to the plan as a whole are included in 
this report. The Evaluation Committee 
suggests that they be studied carefully 
by the new District Meeting Planning 
Committee in relation to next year’s 
program, 

Since the figures show a definite de- 
sire to continue working under the plan, 
a Constitution Committee, composed of 
Florence Allman, Hammond, Ellen 
Kistler, South Bend, and Caroline 
Dunn. William Smith Library, chair- 
man, is now working on_ proposed 
amendments to the constitution of the 
Indiana Library Association. These will 
be presented at the ILA business meet- 
ing at the annual fall conference. As 
provided in the constitution, notice of 
the proposed amendments will be sent 
to members of ILA, by the secretary, at 
least two weeks before the conference. 


Total number of questionnaires 


answered: 358. District I, 66; II, 40; 
III, +3; LV, 86; V, 63; VI, 60. 

Answers to the six questions: 

Do you like the permanent district 
idea? 

Yes—337; No—11; no opinion—10. 

Do you think the division of six dis- 
tricts is practical and substantially cor- 
rect ? 

Yes—27+; No—60; no opinion—24. 

Do you think it would work better 
with more districts? 

Yes—97; No—227; no opinion—34. 

Do you like the plan for district or- 
ganization? (Chairman, vice-chairman, 





secretary-treasurer), 
Yes—348; No—6; no opinion—+. 
Do you approve of the district or- 





ganization taking the responsibility for 
planning and conducting the programs? 
Yes—345; No—9; no opinion—4, 
Would you vote for a change in the 
ILA constitution to make this plan a 
permanent one? 
Yes—302; No—22; no opinion—3+4. 


Comments 

District | is too scattered and big. 

I think that a 3 year period is good 
so that at the end of such a period the 
review privilege would either serve as 
a vote of confidence or would make any 
changes possible. 

Would it be practical to shift the six 
district lines occasionally bringing dif- 
ferent groups together? 

More districts would tend to cut the 
number of libraries in a meeting and 
might eliminate some of the valuable 
sharing of ideas. 

Suggest vice-chairman become chair- 
man-elect. (Editor’s note: This has 
been the practice in District 1). 

1 think there should be some state- 
wide coordination of the meetings; I 
like the present District Meeting Plan- 
ning Committee set-up to carry this out. 








MEMBERSHIP 


The ILA Membership Committee for 
1955 deserves high praise for their pains- 
taking and comprehensive campaign to 
secure wider participation in our asso- 
ciation. Martha Severin, New Albany, 
has been chairman. Her assistants are: 
District I, Ruth Sunderland, Rochester ; 
II, Eva Sprunger, Berne; III, Alice 
Ann Trueblood, Crawfordsville; IV, 
Mrs. Chilson Bishop, Marion; V, Mrs. 
Louise Campbell, Terre Haute; VI, 
Margaret Kalb, Madison. 


RECRUITING 
Mrs. Kathern Shope, Librarian, Flora 
Public Library, and a county coordina- 
tor for the ILA Recruiting Committee, 
reports an interesting project started by 
the local high school. It is called “On 
the job training’; each senior spends 
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four days at the place of business he 
chooses, to learn about the work there. 
Nine seniors asked to come to the library. 


H. S.L. A. WORKSHOP 


Fifty-five enthusiastic girls and boys 
from thirty Indiana high schools at- 
tended the second annual workshop for 
student library assistants and pages at 
I. U., July 17 to 23. Out-of-state par- 
ticipants included Jane Elstrum, A.L.A. 
American Heritage Project; Dorothy 
West, H. W. Wilson Company; and 
Virginia Mathews, Longmans Green 
and Co. Librarians who served as coun- 
selors were: Dorothy Lawson, Holladay 
Memorial Library (Indianapolis Pub- 
lic Library) ; Ida Mae Langston, school 
librarian, Connersville; Agnes Cripe, 
school librarian, New Paris; Leonard 
Smith, Jefferson High School, Lafay- 
ette; Dorothy Lewis, Senior High 
School, Morristown, West Virginia; Es- 
telle Reed, Roosevelt High School, East 
Chicago; Elizabeth Weller, Laboratory 
School, Indiana State Teachers College ; 
Richard Funkhouser, senior student in 
the Division of Library Science, and 
Richard Snyder, Science Librarian at 
I.U. Dr. Pauline O’Melia directed the 
workshop. 


CERTIFICATION EXAM 

The Library Certification Board an- 
nounces an examination covering higher 
grades of certificates, to be given Septem- 
ber 27 and 28 at the State Library. 
This will serve the make-up needs of 
those who took a similar examination 
in June 1954 and will be open to new 
candidates for certificates calling for the 
equivalent of a year of accredited library 
school training. Information and a 
reading list may be obtained on request 
from the Certification Office at the 
State Library. 


TRI-STATE CONFERENCE 
OHIO, INDIANA, KENTUCKY LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 
CINCINNATI, OHIO — NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTE! 
NOVEMBER 3, 4, 5 


Thursday, November 3 


8:30 Registration opens 
10 :00-12 :00 Executive Boards of State Associations 
2:00- 3:30 First general session speakers: 


Mrs. Lura Currier, Mississippi State Library Commission 
“How to get the Most out of a State Conference” 
Phillip Adams, Director, Cincinnati Museum of Art 


+:00- 6:00 Visit exhibits 

7:07- 8.27 ILA, ILTA Business meetings 

8:38 Second general session speaker: 
L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Congress 

9:30 Reception 

Friday, November 4 

8 :30- 6:00 Registration 

9 :30-11 :00 Coffee, donuts (until 9:30) and tours (until 11:00) 
Cincinnati Public Library 

11 :07-12:00 ILA-ILTA joint business meeting 

12:30- 3:00 Trustees Luncheon. Speaker to be announced 


College and University Librarians luncheon and afternoon 
meeting at the University of Cincinnati campus. Speakers: 
Samuel Yellen, Indiana University and Paul Bixler, 
Antioch College 
3:00- 4:30 Adult Education Group 
Speaker: Mrs. Florence Craig, Cuyahoga County Library 
Medium and Large Public Libraries Group 
Indiana Small Public Libraries Group 
4:30- 5:30 ILA District Meeting Planning Committee 
7:00 Banquet 


Speaker: John Mason Brown 


Saturday, November 5 


8:00- 9:00 Children’s Librarians Breakfast 

9:45-10:15 ILA Childrens and Young Peoples Round Table business 
meeting 

10:15-11:15 Program Meeting—Childrens and Young Peoples Librarians 


Speaker to be announced 
Indiana Film Circuit Group 
11:15-12:30 Business Meetings, ILA Board, [LTA Board 
12:30 School Librarians Luncheon 
Speaker: Mary Helen Mahar, executive secretary, A.A.S.L. 
In September you will receive a post card on which you will be asked to indicate 
the meetings you plan to attend. This will guide the Arrangements Committee as to 
approximate numbers and help in scheduling rooms for meetings. 


/ 








Did You Get Your Copy Of Our New 
Library Bureau Supplies Catalog ? 


Here’s the new catalog of the originator of 
Library Supplies! It’s completely up-to-date... 
including all the working tools that keep your 
library running smoothly. There’s the new Plas- 
tic Front Periodical Binder . .. Rem-Weld the 
revolutionary liquid plastic for book mending 
and repair...the Kardex Visible System of re- 
cording periodicals ...and all the countless 
supplies so necessary for efficient operation. 
This catalog has been mailed by Library 
Bureau to every librarian on our Pioneer Mail- 
ing List. If by any chance you have not received 
your copy by this date, or if you can use addi- 
tional copies, please phone or write today to 
your nearest Remington Rand office. Copies will 
be forwarded immediately. 
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Committee has been involved in more projects that | can even list in this limited space. 
‘Their extensive study of school library and public library relationships is in the final 
stages of editing. Their report to the White House Conference Committee on the 
status of library needs in Indiana is an excellent statement. Our Small Library Group 
has moved forward at a lively pace in stride with its energetic president. The in- 
service workshop, their interest in studying the problems of certification, salaries and 
library education have already made a real contribution to Indiana library progress. 

Last spring ILA began the process of applying for redesignation as the chapter of 
ALA in Indiana. The vote was 328 yeas and only 5 noes on the poll of ILA members, 
and a similar affirmative result (398 for, 7 against) was received from the ALA mem- 
bers in Indiana. However, the ALA Council has delayed action on our application, 
along with those of a number of other state associations, until we have all had oppor- 
tunity to remove the discrepancies in the pattern of our constitutions and that of ALA. 
Our ILA Constitution Committee is at work on the problem, and notices of the pro- 
pose amendments will be sent to you before the fall conference. 

During the past year I have been privileged to serve as the ILA representative 
on the Governor’s Committee on the White House Conference on Education. Several 
members of the association will be invited to attend the Indiana White House Con- 
ference on October 2+ in Indianapolis, and Esther Thornton, who will succeed me 
as president, will represent us at the Washington conference. Mr. Brigham is serving 
on one of the subcommittees for Indiana. 

May I urge you to read the full reports of all committee activities when they 
are distributed at the Tri-State Conference or published in FOCUS, not only for 
the important information they contain, but also for the spirit of cooperation and 
service which is reflected in them. As always, we are greatly indebted to the Director 
and staff of the State Library who not only give their service generously to our com- 
mittee efforts, but who are always standing by in case of our need, 

It has been a rewarding experience to work with all of you this year. I shall 
miss you in the months ahead, and | look forward to being back with you again early 
next year. 

Best wishes for a wonderful conference. 

Marcarer I. RUFSvOLD 


dent of the Ohio Valley Regional Group 
of Catalogers at their 1955 Spring Con- 
ference, held on the 1.U. campus. 


(Continued from Page 2) 
Dr. Pauline O’ Melia, Assistant Pro- 


fessor of Library Science at Indiana Uni- 


versity, is acting as official representative 
of the Children’s Library Association, 
the American Association of School Li- 
brarians, and the Association of Ameri- 
can Library Schools at the International 
Library Congress in Brussels, Belgium, 
September 12 to 17. 

Miss Maysel Baker, instructor in Li- 
brary Science at I.U., was elected presi- 


During the first semester of the 1955- 
56 year while Margaret Rusfvold is in 
Thailand, Mrs. LaVern Walther will 
be Acting Director of the Division of 
Library Science. Mrs. Mildred Hawks- 
worth Lowell, M.A. from the Univer- 
sity of Chicago Graduate Library School, 
has been appointed Lecturer in Library 
Science. 








(Continued from Page 3) 
Heller, Decatur; vice-chairman, Dale 


Updike, trustee, Huntington; secretary, 
Mrs. Flossie Mavis, Auburn. 
DISTRICT Tl 

District I] met on Vhursday, April 

28, at the Student Union, 

DePauw with Sylvia 

‘Taylor, Greencastle, as hostess librarian 

Hawkins, Newport, 


Memorial 
University, 


and Mrs. Amney 
chairman. 

Discussions on the theme were held 
by small groups representing libraries of 
various types and interests. Pooling of 
resources, time savers for routine tasks, 
the use of films were among the sub- 
the 
session, “What’s Buzzing Under Your 
Bonnet ?” 


jects presented during afternoon 


Mr. Eldon 


Johnson, representative of Scott Fores- 


At the general session, 


man Company, reviewed some of the 
current principles and practices on the 
teaching of reading. 
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The officers 1956 
chairman, Lucille Dersham, West La- 


elected for are: 
fayette; vice-chairman, Mrs. Betty Ed- 
wards, trustee, Linden; secretary, Mrs. 
Kathern Shope, Flora. 


DISTRICT IV 

Hostess for the meeting of District 
IV on Tuesday, May 3, was Mrs, Ethel 
Albright, librarian of the Carnegie 
Public Library in Anderson, which cele- 
brated its fiftieth anniversary this year. 
Mrs. Hazel Anderson, Hagerstown, was 
chairman, 

Speaker at the general session was 
Mr. Robert Petranoff, program director 
for WTTV in Bloomington. He 
that the better 
quality programs has tended to create 
the 
encourage the use of the library for ad- 


be- 
lieves production of 


new interests in audience and to 


ditional information. 
As in 


sions of special interests were held in 


other districts, group  discus- 
the afternoon. 

New officers of the district are: chair- 
Haworth, Noblesville; 
vice-chairman, Mrs. Chilson Bishop, 
Marion; secretary, Mrs. Carl Hough- 


man, Audrey 


ton, trustee, Connersville. 

DISTRICT V 
District V, Stillman 
‘Taylor, Terre Haute, chairman, met at 
Wednesday, April 28, 
with Maxine Batman as hostess librarian. 


Members of 


Vincennes on 

At the morning general session Mary- 
ann Peters, Terre Haute, described her 
for children 
their mothers. Mrs. Beatrice Spong out- 


program preschool and 
lined the varied work of the Young 


Adult Room in the Public 


Library. Maxine reviewed 


Evansville 
Batman 
some methods for reaching adults, and 


Ralph Banks, 


cussed the place of the library in the 


trustee, Vincennes, dis- 


community. 
Officers for 1956 were elected. Chair- 
Maxine Vincennes; 


man is Batman, 


(Continued on Page 11) 


(Continued from Page 10) 
Bloxsome, trus- 


Mrs. 


vice-chairman, John L., 
tee, Terre Haute; secretary, 
Gladys Rose, Tell City. 
DISTRICT VI 
The public library at Batesville, Mrs. 
Hazel Andres, librarian, was the meet- 
ing place for District VI, Mary Louise 
Fitton, Hanover College, chairman, on 


Monday, April 25. At the morning 


session six librarians and trustees dis- 
cussed various methods for reaching 
readers. Mary Louise Fitton described 


a credit course in recreational reading 
which she has offered for several years. 
Phil Hamilton, Seymour, spoke on pub- 
licity and public relations. Mrs. Ray- 
mond Weber, trustee, Madison, outlined 
the contributions of a library trustee, 
and Mr. John Windle, also a Madison 
the 
“Friends of the Library” group. Book- 


trustee, explained functions of a 
mobile service in a county library was 
discussed by Mrs. Mary Dorrell, Rising 
Sun, and children’s work by Mrs. Olivia 
Ann Kubler, Jeffersonville. 

Special interest groups met for discus- 
sion of these problems in the afternoon 
session. 

New officers were elected: chairman, 
Phil Hamilton, Seymour; vice-chairman. 
Lella Kelly, librarian, Franklin High 
School, Franklin Public 
Library; secretary, Mrs. Hazel Andres, 
Batesville. 


and _ trustee, 





COMPTON’S 
Pictured Encyclopedia 


very effectively meets all 
Library, School and Home needs 


For information on the 1955 Edition write 


MRS. BESS C. VANDIVIER 


Indiana District Manager 
BOX 36 
FRANKLIN, INDIANA 





STORY-TELLING FESTIVAL 


In spite of the inroads made by radio 


and television, story-telling is still a 
popular pastime, and the demands for 
assistance from the public library still as 
great. It was the recognition of this 
need that prompted the public libraries 
of South Bend and Mishawaka to spon- 
sor a Story-telling Festival on February 
+. This all day program was designed to 
teach the technique and materials avail- 
able for story-telling to librarians and 
interested citizens. 

Miss Pauline O’Melia, assistant pro- 
fessor, I. U. 


Science, spoke at the morning session on 


Department of Library 
the techniques and tools of story-telling. 
The afternoon session began with the 
film, ‘““The Impressionable Years.” This 
was followed by a break for tea and an 
opportunity to look at the exhibits of 
children’s books and story-telling tools. 
At Miss 


librarian of the Experimental School at 


four o'clock Sara Fenwick, 
the University of Chicago, spoke on chil- 
the of 
In the evening Bill Mart- 
in Jr., the Winston Story-teller, told 
stories in his own delightful style to par- 


dycn’s literature and literature 


story-telling. 


ents, teachers, librarians, and children. 

The Festival was well attended, not 
only by people from South Bend and 
Mishawaka, but from New Carlisle, 
Elkhart, Goshen, and LaPorte 

The committee planning the Story- 
telling Festival was composed of Roger 
B. Francis, Librarian, South Bend; 
Harley O. Spencer, Librarian, Mish- 
awaka; Katherine Croxall, South Bend 
children’s specialist; Florence Bennett, 


South Bend children’s room; Bettie 
Scherzinger, Mishawaka children’s li- 
brarian; Mary Kridler, South Bend 
School City consultant; and Hannah 


Lindahl, Mishawaka supervisor of ele- 
mentary school curriculum. 








INDIANA FILM CIRCUIT 


Plans for the inauguration of the first 
Indiana Film Circuit are nearing com- 
pletion. The Planning Committee, 
Lewis Naylor, Muncie; Stillman Tay- 
lor, Terre Haute, and Roger Francis, 
South Bend, has prepared an agreement 
to outline the operation of the circuit, 
selected films for initial purchase, and 
for participating 
libraries on the mechanics of the circuit 


written a manual 


and the use of the educational films. 


The committee sponsored a training 
workshop at the Indiana State Library 
early in June for representatives of the 
libraries which will be members of the 
circuit. 

Eleven libraries have expressed an 
interest in the project and will sign 
agreements to receive films. These are 
Berne, Bluffton, Elkhart, Goshen, 
Kendallville, | Logansport, Muncie, 
Plymouth, Scottsburg, Terre Haute and 
South Bend. The Indiana State Li- 
brary will serve as administrative head- 
quarters, purchasing the films selected 
by the committee, processing them by 


(Continued from Page +) 

“This Month in East Chicago,” a 
new monthly bulletin of the East Chi- 
cago Public Library, includes a listing 
of events of community-wide interest, to- 
gether with information about the serv- 
ices and resources of the city’s six li- 
braries. The initial issue, April 1, was 
mailed to the city’s doctors, lawyers, 
dentists, schools, churches, civic organi- 
zations, restaurants, grocers, drug stores, 
city offices, and free copies were avail- 
able to the public at the libraries. 

Weekly story hours for the pre-school 
age have recently been added to the 
children’s program at the public librar- 
ies in Muncie and in Berne. 
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inserting trailers to identify the films as 
the property of the Indiana Film Circuit, 
and sending out the first packets about 
September 1. 

Each participating library will have 
a packet of at least five films for show- 
ing and loan during a four week period. 
Films will generally be on the adult 
level and cover such subjects as public 
attairs, home-making, health, — safety, 
history, travel, conservation, child care 
and religion. The collection will not 
include many juvenile films, since most 
school systems can supply curriculum 
material, but there may be a few films 
for pre-school children. 

Insurance carried by the circuit will 
cover the films for substantial damage 
in use or for loss while in transit between 
participating libraries. 

If the circuit proves a successful ven- 
ture, it will probably be renewed, and 
the membership opened to more libraries. 
Similar cooperative film circuits are in 
operation in libraries in Missouri, Wis- 
consin, and Northern California, 


Golden anniversaries were celebrated 
this spring by two public libraries in 
Indiana. At Greensburg, open house 
featured exhibits of “What was being 
1905,”” children’s books fifty 


years ago, documents and pictures of the 


read in 


library’s history, and a display of the 
outstanding books of the past fifty years. 
Speakers at the anniversary banquet of 
the Carnegie public library in Anderson 
were Frederick Babcock and Clara In- 


gram Judson. Among the special guests 


was Lois Ringo, now Mrs. William 
Heraty of Oak Park, Illinois, who 


served as librarian in Anderson from 


1940 to 1951. 











BOUND TO 
PLEASE 


QUALITY 
BINDING 
DOESN’T TAKE 


Pad 


Time is a precious commodity today, especially so in 
libraries. Many librarians have been concerned because 
REBINDING has taken so long and deliveries have been 
uncertain. 

If you are concerned because of slow deliveries we can 
solve your problem at once. 

Heckman Bindery maintains 28 day service with pickup 
and delivery to all libraries located on our truck routes. 
21 day service is given on orders shipped in to Heckman. 
Quality binding doesn't take forever when you send your 
work to Heckman. 


Write or call us today and see what scheduled deliveries 
can accomplish for your library. 


PHONE 615, NORTH MANCHESTER 


NORTH MANCHESTER, eee 
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The MODERN Guide To 
Prebinding For Librarians 


. Buy the book, and get the maximum discount. 

. Evaluate the book in regards to legability of printing, sewing margin, 
quality of paper, and content. 

. Send the books selected for prebinding to the MODERN BINDING 
CORPORATION. 


MODERN prebinds books for a flat price of $.95. This includes 
Picture Covers and Labco Covers, 


Save up to $.35 per book the Modern Way 
WARD EHRHART ERNIE MARSHALL 


The Modern Binding Corporation 


PORTLAND, INDIANA 








